
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Composers Guild 
 
  
Your Project Title: Cleveland Composers Guild: Creativity: Learning through Experience XXVI 

Your Project Summary: For 25 years the Cleveland Composers Guild has collaborated with the Music 

Settlement, Junior Fortnightly, Cleveland School of the Arts, CIM, and local area schools on this project. 

Professionals composers are paired with talented musicians aged 6-18 from these organizations to write 

pieces specifically for the students, coaching them with their teachers before the new works are premiered. 

Young composers are selected to work with professional musicians who offer advice and premiere the 

pieces. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf


Cleveland Composers Guild - Continued  

 

2 
 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Project provides opportunity for stated community (serious young music students in NE Ohio) to 

collaborate with and learn from professional composers. The students will build meaningful relationships 

with composers. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is evident in that qualified artists are running the project. 

Process of reflection or adaptation is demonstrated through use of survey of all involved in project to gather 

data for next year. Project provides opportunity for students to think differently and creatively, will challenge 

them to take work to next level. Organizational capacity demonstrated by detailed project plan and desired 

outcomes, involvement of multiple stakeholders in success of project. Project is accessible to intended 

community. Broader public benefit unclear, but benefit to intended community of young artists, composers, 

teachers and their parents is clear. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - the application presents evidence of a strong team of artists for 

the project; what wasn't clear was what genres of music the composers, student composers and students 

represent (seemed largely classical but couldn't tell for sure). Also, information on what specific criteria is 

utilized to select participants was lacking as was how performer assessment provided to the composers 

informs the composition (is it meant to challenge or complement their performance abilities?). 

Organizational Capacity - the application provides evidence of organizational capacity in all criteria; since 

this is a long-running program, would liked to have seen how the project has evolved based on participant 

feedback. Public Benefit - the application provides strong evidence that it knows the community it wants to 

serve; has built meaningful relationships and uses knowledge of the community to inform its work. Music 

composition (and high school students) has changed drastically in the past decades, I would like to have 

seen some evidence that this project has actively engaged its community in project design and 

implementation. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicants does meet funding criteria. The proposal is clear and concise. The applicant 

presents a long, enriched history of professional composers in Ohio. The project is a strong benefit to the 

public as the event is free to the public and provides inter-generational mentoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: For 25 years and now approaching 

26 the Cleveland Composers Guild is building meaningful relationships providing a rare opportunity for 

young performers to work with professional musicians and living composers on new pieces written 

especially for them. Young performers learn new musical techniques and styles while collaborating with 

professional recording artists. All participants are paid: composers, teachers, students and student 

composers. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: Incorporating a process of reflection that ensures fresh 

programming Cleveland Composers Guild collects feedback via survey after the Creativity: Learning 

through Experience concert from students, teachers, parents and composers inquiring about ways in which 

the program might be improved. As a non-resident, more context regarding the institutions CIM, BMI, NFMC 

and MTNA as well as the teachers and recording artists mentioned in the narrative would have further 

contributed to my understanding the diverse team of arts and cultural professionals (whom appear very 

qualified) engaged to complete the project. Big ups to the 12 year old clarinet player on Gravity Waves! 

Organizational Capacity: The Cleveland Composers Guild recruits and retains an engaged and diverse 

staff and cohort of professional musicians and composers who are qualified to complete the project. The 

organization has set a budget that is realistic, appropriate and detailed, down to covering custodial staff. 

Their planning demonstrates a clear plan to reach the match requirement. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Cleveland Composers Guild satisfactorily meets the funding 

criteria through their proposal Creativity: Learning through Experience XXVI They show the public benefit 

of this project as it meaningfully engages the community as it offers great incentives for engagement from 

students, teachers and composers. The event is free (it always has been) making it accessible to the 

community and general audiences. They have great metrics for success via surveys. The match 

requirement is clearly demonstrated by a good diversity of matching revenue streams and the Bascom Little 

Fund they already secured. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

